CHAPTER XXVII

POLITICAL RELATIONS OF RELIEF, SEA POWER,
AND BOUNDARIES

The Influence of Relief

(1)  The Appalachian Highland.   Let us now look at the way in
which certain specific factors in the geographical environment influence
political relationships.   Although the main line of cleavage between the
states in -the American Civil War was climatic, a minor cleavage arose
from the relief of the land.   Within the South the relief of the Appa-
lachian Mountains caused a split between the highlands and the lowlands.
The highlanders, by reason of their geographical surroundings, were poor
and scattered, and their farms were small and unproductive.  They could
not work slaves in gangs, raising large amounts of money-making cotton
and tobacco.   Hence slave labor did not pay.   Therefore throughout the
Appalachian region from West Virginia southward the mountaineers did
not agree with the slave-owning plainsmen, and did not wish to secede.
Many of them joined the Northern army, and the great majority wel-
comed the coming of Northern troops.  Today these regions tend to vote
the Republican ticket.

(2)  Belgium as a Victim of Relief and Location.   Belgium illustrates
the effect of relief in quite a different way.  Because that country is located
between Germany and France and is at the same time a region of gende
relief with rough highlands to the southeast it has often been a battle-
ground.   Belgium's location at the narrowest part of the European plain
led the Spaniards to hold the country a long time in the seventeenth cen-
tury.   For the same reason the battle of Waterloo, where Napoleon fell,
was fought on Belgium territory.   Again in 1914 and 1940 Germany
sent its armies across this litde country.   It was far easier for troops to
move there than to advance across the rough plateaus farther south.
Thus in a war with which it had little or nothing to do Belgium suffered
as much as any of the chief parties to the quarrel except northern France.
It lost an enormous quantity of machinery and treasure; its factories were
ruined, and its material progress set back for decades.

(3)  How Relief Complicates the Balkan Problem.   On a map of the
Balkans notice the numerous mountain ranges, and the many directions in
which they run.  Between them lie numerous plains, some of considerable
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